m the last decade.

The key objectives for Culture
Builds Jamaica are to:

Enhance and animate Downtown
amaica’s most visible public spaces and
istoric sites as attractive urban amenities.

Increase the number and diversity of
- participants that enjoy the Downtown's
key institutions.

Promote Downtown Jamaica as a

& vibrant, attractive place to live, work, and
& cnjoy.

£  This project seeks to utilize a consis-

® tent series of cultural activity throughout

3 its key public spaces to communicate to

promote Downtown Jamaica is a dynamic,

&3 safe, and inviting place. We see the arts as

gm more than a mere addendum, but as an
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[0 make easily accessible to local audi-
ences a rich array of programs that repre-
sent the highest standards of artistic excel-
lence, while also building on the vibrant
cultural traditions that have been the hall-
mark of Jamaica as a dynamic multicthnic
community. We partnered with Dr. Tom
Zlabinger, Instructor of Music and
Director of the Summer Jazz Program at
York College, in developing the program-
ming and recruiting artists.

GIDC’s first year of cultural program-
ming (featuring jazz concerts, one-day
community events, and cultural perform-
ances) proved to be extremely successful
in establishing a consistent pattern of civic
and neighborhood activity throughout
Downtown Jamaica. I[n the summer of
2008, about 4,500 people atlended 65 dif-

certs on the
www.jamaicafunk.org.
GIDC also partnered with chashama,
an arls organization based in New York
City that provides assistance and support
for local artists, in creating 7 artist studios
and 2 new galleries in formerly vacant
buildings owned by GIDC. The buildings,
composing a development site that will
house affordable housing, were vacant
waiting to be redeveloped. GJDC part-
nered with chashama to outfit the build-
ings, as well as recruit and support artists
o create new workspace. A special open
house was held on April 29th to celebrate
this effort. By allowing artists to use
empty downtown storefronts as studios,
GIDC hope to harness their power to serve
as catalysts for even greater change. “The

website

Rutus King Park (4 events), additional
gallery open houses featuring work by
artists in created in emply storefronts con-
verted into work studios, and community-
based events in Rufus King Park (6
events).

“Culture Builds Jamaica is part of what
Greater Jamaica Development Corporation
has done in one form or another since its
founding,” said Mr. Towery. “We envision
Downtown Jamaica as a dynamic and vital
urban center — built around a major transit
hub - offering a pleasant and productive
cxpericnce for those who work, live and
visit here,” said Mr. Towery. “These initia-
tives reflect our commitment to crealing a
thriving and regionally significant down-
town in Jamaica through its cultural and
civic assels.”



